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STATEMENT: AFPI on the Supreme Court’s Decision 

Rejecting the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Overreach  

 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, the America First Policy Institute (AFPI) released the 
following statements regarding the Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Sackett v. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). This decision clarifies and limits the scope 
of federal regulatory authority under the Clean Water Act, reining in federal 
overreach and returning agency authority to statutory bounds. 
 
Statement from former Interior Secretary David Bernhardt, Chair of the Center 
for American Freedom at AFPI: 
 
“Today’s decision means the EPA must respect statutory limits on its authority and 
stop acting as a local zoning board. Important decisions about local land and water 
use will now be returned to those best positioned to make those choices: the states 
and local communities, not regulators in Washington, D.C., who are far removed 
from the consequences of those decisions.” 
 
Statement from former U.S. Ambassador Carla Sands, Vice Chair of the Center 
for Energy & Environment at AFPI: 
 
“Today’s welcome Supreme Court decision provides much-needed clarity on an 
issue of profound importance to the American people. This landmark case is an 
incredible step forward in rolling back the overreach of the bureaucratic state, 
confining government to its necessary and statutory roles, and returning power 
where it belongs – with the American people.” 

 

### 

About AFPI:  
AFPI is a 501(C)(3) non-profit, non-partisan research institute focused on advancing 
policies that put the American people first. AFPI is led by senior leaders from the Trump 
Administration: Linda McMahon, Chair of the Board and former Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration; Larry Kudlow, Vice-Chair, former Director of the National 
Economic Council; and Brooke Rollins, President and CEO and former Director of the 
Domestic Policy Council and Chief White House Strategist. Since its inception in 2021, the 
America First Policy Institute team proudly includes nine former Cabinet-level officials, 
three former Governors, and nearly 50 former Senior White House and Administration 
officials. More information about AFPI and its 21 research centers can be found at 
www.americafirstpolicy.com. 
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