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Almost a decade since its first permitting proposal was submitted to the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission, the Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) is set to be completed by the end of 2023. 

Originating in West Virginia, this pipeline will transport natural gas from the Marcellus shale 

formation to customers in Virginia. The MVP demonstrates the potential merits of further 

developing the Nation’s natural gas pipeline network. Here are some key points the American 

people should know about this important new project: 
 

Approval of the MVP: 

• The pipeline’s approval was made possible by part of the June 2023 debt ceiling agreement, 

which exempted the project from further judicial review. 

o This regulatory respite follows years of delays and lawsuits due to the overly 

bureaucratic and burdensome nature of the federal energy permitting process. 

• Because of these delays, the projected costs for the MVP nearly doubled from an original 

projection of $3 billion to more than $6 billion. 
 

Economic Growth from the MVP:  

• The project is expected to employ more than 2,500 workers.  

• Construction will provide $131 million in tax revenues to Virginia and West Virginia.  

• The MVP will provide an additional $45 million in annual tax revenue to Virginia and 

West Virginia.  

Energy Stability from the MVP: 

• The MVP will have a delivery capacity of 2 billion cubic feet per day of natural gas, 

approximately one-third of marketed natural gas produced in West Virginia.  

• The additional delivery capacity from the MVP would ensure that West Virginia can 

adequately deliver the natural gas necessary to ensure energy stability throughout the east 

coast and broader Appalachia region.  

The Need for Further Natural Gas Pipelines: 

• The MVP illustrates the benefits and dire need to enhance and expand pipeline capacity 

throughout the U.S.  

o Natural gas furnishes roughly 25% of the energy supplied in the U.S.   

• Pipelines that transmit natural gas provide the safest option for transportation and delivery.  

o More than 99% of all pipeline deliveries are made without injury each year. 

• Pipelines are necessary to transport abundant and affordable natural gas across the country.  

o A 2019 report by the Council of Economic Advisors estimates that the growth in 

shale gas alone provides an annual benefit of $159 billion to consumers. 

• Moreover, natural gas pipelines also reduce the need for larger and costlier infrastructure.  

o When measured on a per-unit of energy delivered basis, natural gas pipelines 

transport energy on average 40–50% cheaper than electric power lines.  

 

The economic benefits of the MVP highlight the need to increase the development of natural 

gas pipelines across the - the country, providing clean and reliable energy that benefits all 

Americans. A predictable and efficient permitting process for all pipeline projects would 

support this expansion.  
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https://www.mountainvalleypipeline.info/overview/
https://www.nsenergybusiness.com/news/equitrans-midstream-proceed-6-6bn-mountain-valley-pipeline-project/
https://www.wdbj7.com/2023/06/02/pipeline-supporters-opponents-react-legislation-expediting-mvp/
https://www.mountainvalleypipeline.info/overview/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/discussion-held-after-debt-ceiling-agreement-secures-remaining-permits-funding-for-mountain-valley-pipeline/ar-AA1c3Bj6
https://www.mountainvalleypipeline.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/MVP-Economic-Environmental-Beneifts-March-2021-FINAL2.pdf
https://www.mountainvalleypipeline.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/MVP-Economic-Environmental-Beneifts-March-2021-FINAL2.pdf
https://www.mountainvalleypipeline.info/mvp-video-3-above-ground-facilities-on-the-mvp/#:~:text=The%20Mountain%20Valley%20Pipeline%20is%20designed%20to%20deliver,the%20Transco%20pipeline%20system%20in%20Pittsylvania%20County%2C%20Virginia.
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/faqs/general-pipeline-faqs
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/65841
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/The-Value-of-U.S.-Energy-Innovation-and-Policies-Supporting-the-Shale-Revolution.pdf
http://northwestchptap.org/NwChpDocs/Transmission_and_N_Gas_Comparing_Pipes_and_Wires_032304.pdf#:~:text=Based%20on%20a%20fundamental%2C%20hard-dollar%20comparison%2C%20natural%20gas,power%20transmission%20perunit%20of%20energy%20%28or%20capacity%29%20delivered.

