
 

1 A M E R I C A   F I R S T   P O L I C Y   I N S T I T U T E 

FATHERS MATTER (PASS IT ON) 
Fatherhood is foundational to strong families, and strong families are essential to a strong Nation. 
But the effects of America’s current fatherlessness epidemic are felt across many aspects of 
American society. To fix this problem, we must first speak openly about the problem of fatherless 
children. 
 
America is in the middle of a fatherless crisis 

— Approximately 1 in 4 US children (18.4 million) live without a father in the home. 1  
— The United States has the highest rate of children living in single-parent households of any 

nation in the world.2  
— Approximately 80% of single-parent homes are led by single mothers.3 
— The percentage of American children being raised in a one-parent household (23%) is three 

times higher than the rest of the world.4  
 

Fathers are crucial to the stability of society 
— Without a father in the home, children are 5 times more likely to live in poverty than a child 

in a married-couple family.5 
— Three out of four children living in public housing communities do not have a father living in 

the home.6 
— 90% of all homeless and runaway children come from fatherless homes.7 
— Children without fathers at home are 9 times more likely to drop out of high school.8 
— 40% of children who repeat a grade in school do not have a father at home.9 
 

Fathers are crucial to the well-being of a child 

— 63% of teens who commit suicide and 85% of children and teens with behavioral disorders 
come from fatherless homes.10 

— Children from single-parent families are twice as likely to suffer from mental health problems 
as those living with married parents.11 

— 71% of all adolescent patients in drug and alcohol treatment centers come from fatherless 
homes.12 

 
Americans believe that children raised in a strong family unit are not only better for the child but better for society 

as a whole 

*All data from a Scott Rasmussen survey of 1,200 registered voters, January 20-21, 2022 

— 84% believe a strong family is foundational to a strong America. 
— 84% believe that parents bear primary responsibility for raising children; just 11% say it is a 

community responsibility. 
— 67% believe the decline of the family is harming American growth and prosperity. 
— 65% believe children who grow up fatherless are at a significant disadvantage in life. 
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