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STATEMENT: David Bernhardt on the United States 
Senate’s Permitting Reform Package 
 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, the America First Policy Institute (AFPI) released the 
following statement from David Bernhardt, Chair of the Center for American 
Freedom at AFPI and former Secretary of the Interior, on the Revitalizing the 
Economy by Simplifying Timelines and Assuring Regulatory Transparency (RESTART) 
Act, and the Spur Permitting of Underdeveloped Resources (SPUR) Act, which were 
both recently introduced in the Senate. These acts would reform the broken 
permitting process and unleash domestic energy production.  
 
“Senator Barrasso and Senator Capito’s common sense legislation would help reform 
the broken bureaucratic permitting process that is stifling American innovation, 
businesses, and consumers. Extreme environmental activists within the leviathan 
bureaucracy are holding the American economy hostage by killing off critical 
infrastructure projects with an endless sea of litigation and job-killing red tape. 
  
This vital legislation would help to unleash American energy and lower prices for 
hardworking Americans who are being crushed by the Biden Administration’s war 
on American energy.” 
 
 

### 

About AFPI:  
AFPI is a 501(C)(3) non-profit, non-partisan research institute focused on advancing 
policies that put the American people first. AFPI is led by senior leaders from the Trump 
Administration: Linda McMahon, Chair of the Board and former Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration; Larry Kudlow, Vice Chair, former Director of the National 
Economic Council; and Brooke Rollins, President and CEO and former Director of the 
Domestic Policy Council and Chief White House Strategist. Since its inception in 2021, the 
America First Policy Institute team proudly includes nine former Cabinet-level officials, 
three former Governors, and nearly 50 former Senior White House and Administration 
officials. More information about AFPI and its 21 research centers can be found at 
www.americafirstpolicy.com. 

May 5, 2023 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T0c5a95ea-49fc-4252-9e6f-b4914beb3155/62352aa2-fbcb-4b7b-83cd-0cdea3dee924

