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The U.S. prides itself on being an open 

civil society. The American higher 
education system is the envy of the 

world, attracting hundreds of thousands 

of foreign students who acquire 

education and training to build a better 

life and, in many cases, return to make 
substantial contributions to the 

improvement of their home countries. 

While America has long encouraged this 

desire and has facilitated it through 

special programs and visas in recent  
 

 

 

 

history, the program now faces its 

greatest challenge yet. Malicious actors 
from adversarial nations, especially the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC), have 

developed strategies to exploit American 

openness to pursue ends that pose a 

serious threat to the U.S. national 
interest. 

 

For years, the United States has pursued 

a deeply flawed “engagement to 

liberalization” strategy that encourages 
educational exchange and engagement 

with the PRC with the expectation that 

TOPLINE POINTS 

•  The U.S.  higher educat ion system admit s  hundreds of  thousands of  students  
from the People ’s  Republ ic of  China,  who are s ometimes under direct  pressure 
from their government  to  commit  espionage,  undermining nat ional  securi ty  
and compromis ing academic integri ty .  

•  The U.S.  did have protocols  and programs in  pl ace to  counteract  this  type of 
espionage,  such as  the Department  of  Just ice ’s  China Init iat ive ,  but  i t  was  
recent ly  disbanded over al legat ions  of  discriminat ion.  

•  A student  v isa pol icy  based on America First  pr inciples  means denying 
America’s  adversaries  unchecked access  to  our educat ional  and research 
inst i tut ions .   
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doing so would lead to liberalization and 
reforms within the PRC and a greater 

embrace of values compatible with 

America’s. As a result of this strategy, 

growth in foreign student enrollment has 
largely been ignored or encouraged. 

Those at the highest levels of 

government have advanced this strategy, 

including former Secretary of State Colin 

Powell, who said in 2004: 
 

People-to-people diplomacy, 

created through international 

education and exchanges, is 

critical to our national interests. 
[…] Foreign students and 

individuals who participate in 

citizen exchanges return home 

with a greater knowledge of our 

democratic institutions and 
America’s enduring values. 

 

Unfortunately, quite the opposite has 

proven true. Instead of China moving 

toward America, it has used access to the 
resources, connections, and know-how at 

American universities to amplify and 

accelerate its own ambitions to achieve 

scientific, technological, and military 

dominance at America’s expense. It is 
not simply the case that the CCP is 

supporting foreign study from a benign 

desire to develop domestic human 

capital, so essential to the economic 

growth and national security of any 
nation. In fact, talent development and 

the theft of intellectual property are 

central pillars of the CCP’s ambition to 

displace the U.S. from its global 

hegemonic position.  
 

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
also uses scientific collaboration to steal 

sensitive intellectual property from 

American campuses and to corrupt 

leading American researchers through its 
talent acquisition plans. The number of 

Chinese foreign nationals studying on 

American campuses—especially in 

graduate science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
programs—has grown so substantially 

that it is reasonable to ask whether 

American universities are privileging 

foreign applicants to the detriment of the 

American national interest. Lastly, the 
CCP actively works to deny Chinese 

students a truly liberal education while 

they are studying on American 

campuses—both by working to establish 

academic programs and centers that 
distort what U.S. universities teach about 

China and by close supervision of 

Chinese students themselves and the 

opinions they are expressing. Some 

Chinese students have even used campus 
concerns over cultural sensitivity to prod 

U.S. universities into censoring criticism 

of China’s human rights abuses. 

 

Chinese Foreign National 
Students in America: CCP 
Leverage and Exploitation—U.S. 
University Cooperation 
 

In an inversion of Colin Powell’s vision, 

influences from the Communist Chinese 

government began flowing into the U.S. 
The three “pillars” of student visa abuse 

by the PRC are identified as follows by 

the Center for Immigration Studies: 
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First, government-run scholarship 
programs are used to fund Chinese 

foreign nationals to study STEM fields at 

universities around the world in 

exchange for an obligation to return 
home immediately and complete a 

national service work requirement lasting 

several years. Second, Chinese students 

who are studying or working abroad 

long-term are incentivized to return to 
China at some point in the future with 

promises of special privileges relating to 

enterprise and subsidies back in the PRC. 

Third, for those who have permanently 

settled in other countries, the CCP uses a 
network of transnational technology and 

intelligence transfer organizations—

using national pride, ethnic identity, and 

financial reward as incentives—to 

encourage Chinese nationals living 
abroad to transfer intellectual property 

and know-how to China. 

 

These pillars create incentives at every 

level—from short, temporary stay 
students to permanently residing 

professors and graduates of PRC origin 

—to maintain allegiance to the CCP. The 

CCP has explicitly announced civil-

military “fusion” initiatives, including 
collaboration on technological research 

in multiple different fields of science. 

The dividing line between the civilian 

and military worlds is quickly becoming 

blurred for those who perform research 
or associated activities in China, and 

foreign returnees may be compelled or 

encouraged into military work, as 

mentioned above. Exit from China for 

academic pursuits, or otherwise, of any 
kind is never guaranteed and may 

sometimes be linked to political 

cooperation or loyalty to the CCP—
returnees to the People’s Republic often 

work closely with the party for the 

growth of an enterprise, higher 

education, government, and research, as 
mentioned within the three pillars, while 

sometimes being compelled to work with 

the CCP under the aforementioned civil-

military fusion. Even if the activities 

relating to the “three pillars” and the 
civil-military fusion might not, in all 

cases, qualify as “espionage,” they have 

the same practical effect. By arranging 

formal government programs to 

incentivize learning abroad, acquiring, 
and then returning to their country with 

knowledge and understanding of 

sensitive technologies, China has 

established a systematic process that 

leverages America’s permissive student 
visa system to accumulate vast quantities 

of intellectual property and develop 

talent in critical areas. 

 

The potential for espionage and undue 
leverage is worsened by routine violation 

of the visa terms by foreign Chinese 

student visa-holders. An alien can 

maintain a student visa as long as he or 

she remains a student, but is required to 
depart the country upon completing 

study. Approximately, 18,000 

student/exchange visa recipients 

overstayed their visas in 2017 alone. The 

student visa program applies little 
discretion, with only approximately 18% 

of student and scholar visas being denied 

in 2016-2017. This was a problem that 

the Trump Administration attempted to 

fix. Through a proposed rule, the 
Department of Homeland Security 

intended to limit student visas to expire 
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on a certain date and require the alien to 
be vetted again if additional time is 

needed to complete the course of study. 

Unfortunately, the rule change was not 

finalized before the change in 
administrations and was later withdrawn 

by the Biden Administration. While the 

overstay rate decreased from 2016 to 

2020 under the Trump Administration, 

student visas maintain the highest 
overstay rate of any visa category. The 

lack of defined time limits with student 

visas often leads to a hands-off approach, 

where students are admitted, then given 

free rein to stay inside the U.S. however 
long they wish. 

 

American Universities often view 

foreign students as ATMs, given that 

many of them pay full tuition and receive 
direct financial support from their home 

country to do so. The PRC was the 

country of origin for nearly 320,000 

students at American universities in the 

2020 academic year. They total almost 
2% of all students in the U.S. and more 

than one-third of the entire foreign 

student population in higher education. 

Study abroad is usually limited to very 

well-connected or rich, with recent 
upsets in admissions trends causing 

somewhat of a panic over the change in 

revenue. This money serves as an 

incentive for the school to reject any 

changes to the existing system that 
would reduce these numbers. 

Universities in the U.S. have opposed 

changes to international visa programs 

that would restrict qualification, 

including the deportation of overstays 
and requirements that foreign students 

complete a portion of their studies in-

person (as opposed to entirely online), all 
the while arguing that the Trump 

Administration’s reforms would have a 

stifling effect on foreign admissions. 

Prestigious universities often pursue 
these foreign students at least in part for 

financial reasons and, on occasion, even 

hire recruiters to specifically seek out 

such international students, usually for 

monetary and diversity reasons. 
University of California (UC), Davis, for 

example, charges in-state students an 

estimated $39,241 for a year of on-

campus residence and attendance versus 

$70,267 for out-of-state and international 
students. UC Davis, as calculated by U.S. 

News, had a 16% international student 

enrollment of a student body of 

approximately 41,500 and admitted more 

international students than out-of-state 
U.S. students in 2021—8,874 versus 

6,464.  

 

When universities have strong financial 

incentives to admit foreign students, 
fewer seats are available to U.S. citizens, 

which can be especially problematic 

when the academic programs in question 

have sensitive military applications. 

Former Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Director for Counterintelligence 

Frank Figliuzzi was quoted as saying that 

the PRC has a “shopping list” of 

technologies that they seek to obtain, 

most often from university research labs. 
From Duke University to the University 

of California San Francisco, Stanford, 

and countless other universities across 

the country, graduate students are being 

used as tools of espionage by the CCP. 
The current system supports giving 

limited spots from American students to 
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students from adversarial nations while 
worsening national security. At the 

California Institute of Technology, a 

world-class research institution, for 

example, nearly half of its graduate 
students are international attendees—and 

estimates suggest that 30% of the student 

body at large are from the People’s 

Republic of China. The total proportion 

of U.S. graduate students that are 
admitted from overseas is estimated to be 

approximately 50%, with 37% of STEM 

graduate students from overseas 

estimated to be from the People’s 

Republic of China. 
 

In some cases, universities allegedly 

violate federal law to ensure a constant 

flow of international students and tuition 

to schools. In recent years, numerous 
visa schemes have been uncovered, with 

each firm’s levels of success largely 

unknown to investigators. The 

Department of Homeland Security itself 

has had success in baiting such visa 
fraud at “Pay to Stay” colleges which 

themselves have observed massive levels 

of visa fraud by applicants trying to stay. 

2011-2018 saw significant growth in 

foreign student enrollment, increasing 
the percentage of foreign enrollees in the 

U.S. from approximately 3.5% to 5.5%, 

which increased the number from just 

over 600,000 to approximately 1,095,000 

million. 
 

Systematic Theft and Sabotage 
 
The People’s Republic of China is 

keenly aware of these flaws in America’s 

visa system and is exploiting them via 

the massive number of students entering 

the United States, whom they then use 
for leverage upon their return as outlined 

by the “three pillars” of returnee policy. 

This large-scale enrollment ensures that 

the CCP’s opportunistic exploitation of 
even a relatively small percentage of 

Chinese foreign national students will 

have consequences for American 

education and American security.  

 
The leverage the CCP holds over their 

citizens who study or work abroad is 

considerable, and often this leverage is 

the motivating factor in espionage. As 

Joe Augustyn, a former Central 
Intelligence Agency officer with 

experience relating to Chinese espionage 

in the U.S., said to CNN: “[W]e know 

without a doubt that anytime a graduate 

student from China comes to the US, 
they are briefed when they go, and 

briefed when they come back.”  

 

Chinese foreign nationals sometimes 

have home visits and family leveraged 
against them both before and after they 

have fully gained their academic and 

professional connections. This leverage 

often dictates their future ability to 

travel. Only the CCP can grant them the 
ability to leave the country and continue 

their education or work. This, combined 

with the “three pillars” of PRC work-

study-abroad, creates an obligation to the 

CCP for many students who might have 
otherwise been inclined to ignore their 

directives. Even in the cases of foreign 

nationals who never return home, the 

PRC provides mechanisms to recover 

technology and intelligence. As the 
Center for Immigration Studies report 

observes: 
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Even when overseas Chinese 

students and scholars do stay in 

the United States after graduation, 

China’s transnational technology 
transfer organizations and talent 

recruitment plans provide a means 

to contribute to China’s national 

rejuvenation by transferring 

technology and know-how 
without requiring physical return.  

 

The leverage is amplified by the fact that 

PRC foreign students comprise a 

massive portion of graduate students, 
disproportionate to their enrollment 

numbers, with approximately 15% of 

STEM graduate students being of PRC 

origin. In engineering, this number is as 

high as 19%, and 33% in mathematics 
and statistics. This number has increased 

drastically, with the number of 

international students doubling from 

2008 to 2016, increasing at a slower but 

still-consistent rate since then. As FBI 
Director Christopher Wray put it:  

 

The Nation faces a rising threat, 

both traditional and asymmetric, 

from hostile foreign intelligence 
services and their proxies. ... 

[A]symmetric espionage, often 

carried out by students, 

researchers, or businesspeople 

operating front companies, [is] 
prevalent.  

 

Theft of secrets forms a core part of the 

PRC’s economic strategy against the 

US., an issue that was repeatedly raised 
at the World Trade Organization and 

other international forums by U.S. 

representatives. These breaches involve 
universities that are engaged in defense 

agency research, with institutions turning 

a blind eye—as Christopher Wray put it, 

the level of “naïveté on the part of the 
academic sector” creates many of these 

issues—due to a combination of 

dependence upon international tuition 

payments and additional money being 

paid through programs such as the now-
semi-defunct Confucius Institutes. 

Specific examples of such espionage and 

intrusions are many; universities such as 

Harvard, Texas A&M, and Kansas, have 

been involved in schemes where 
professors, graduate student assistants, or 

both were implicated in research fraud 

and theft.  

 

Students themselves are not alone in 
participating in compromising security, 

with recent arrests of professors 

participating in schemes revealing that 

they, along with returning PRC graduate 

students, sometimes participate in the 
establishment of “shadow labs” that 

effectively copy U.S. research and data 

to institutions in the PRC. The National 

Association of Scholars maintains a list 

of graduate students, researchers, visiting 
scholars, and professors who have been 

charged by U.S. authorities over 

espionage and selling secrets to China, 

among other accusations. The breadth of 

the attempted espionage and activities 
against the United States shows that this 

is not a half-hearted campaign, nor are 

these isolated incidents. The Chinese 

plan to extract research and intelligence 

from the U.S. higher education system is 
premeditated and deliberate. 
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Destroying Free Expression on 
American Campuses 
 

Chinese foreign national students are 

used as instruments of CCP foreign 

policy and promotion of international 
goals, with directives coming directly 

from the Communist Party in mainland 

China. As an article in ProPublica 

elaborated in 2021, Chinese Students and 

Scholars Associations are now used to 
mobilize activism against events that 

would frame the CCP in a negative light. 

At events, students act as spies and are 

instructed to identify all Chinese ethnic 

students who attend so that they can be 
identified for intimidation and 

harassment. Such intimidation has been 

documented at Brandeis University, the 

University of Georgia, St. John’s 

University of New York, Florida State 
University, McMaster University, the 

University of Chicago, and Columbia 

University, just in the ProPublica article 

mentioned previously. Unfortunately, as 

experts in the same article acknowledge, 
little can be done to those who intimidate 

their fellow students. The article goes on 

to say that this culture is so deeply 

ingrained that little encouragement is 

needed anymore, with students often 
spontaneously reporting on each other. 

 

Communist China’s leverage is often 

employed against students to stifle 

speech state-side. The PRC Consulate in 
Houston, Texas, was closed over 

allegations of espionage against local 

citizens and local corporations to steal 

trade secrets and may have been 
involved in surveilling students from 

nearby Rice University, University of 
Houston, and Texas A&M University. 

 

Chinese-born students have also taken 

advantage of the hyper-sensitive college 
campus culture of victimhood, utilizing 

such perceived offenses to weaponize 

their nationality against criticism of the 

CCP’s policies. In the cases mentioned 

previously, this includes offenses 
regarding discussion of Xinjiang 

province, or in other cases, discussion of 

mass surveillance and the hosting of the 

2022 Winter Olympics. 

 
Tools to combat these phenomena did 

exist before 2022. Some put in place by 

the Trump Administration, such as the 

FBI’s China Initiative at the Department 

of Justice, were dismantled by the Biden 
Administration over allegations of 

racism and unnecessary targeting of 

foreign students. As mentioned 

previously, Chinese students are not 

above using internal divisions and 
accusations of racism to stifle dissent, 

like at the George Washington 

University and Emerson College, and at 

the 2021 Alaska summit between 

Chinese and U.S. diplomatic officials, 
Chinese diplomats were not above using 

similar accusations of “racism” to quash 

American criticism of China. 

 

Conclusion 
 
Americans instinctively prefer open 

travel, communication, and collaboration 

with other countries, but crucially, the 

U.S. is not required morally, legally, nor 
bound by treaty to allow students from 

foreign nations to study at American 
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institutions of higher learning. This is 
especially true for our adversaries like 

the PRC, who have been systematically 

performing espionage and engaging in 

hostile activity against American citizens 
and their government.  

 

A student visa policy based on America 

First principles would put in place more 

stringent vetting of students coming from 
countries with adversarial governments 

and work to ensure that those 

governments do not gain unfettered 

access to our educational resources, 

economy, and research—especially that 
of a sensitive nature. America’s 

universities must detach from the 

financial largesse provided by those 

adversarial governments so that they no 
longer have an incentive to be 

complicit—whether by acts of 

commission or omission—in facilitating 

China’s competition against us or 
weakening the relative global position of 

the U.S. This failure requires a 

reevaluation of policy and the student 

visa program entirely. 

 
We have invested generations of capital 

and intellectual energy into our 

universities. They should be a resource 

first and foremost for the American 

people, and then for our allies who wish 
to improve the future opportunities of 

their youth and strengthen their 

democratic societies.

 

WORKS CITED 
 

Allen-Ebrahimian, B. (2018, March 7). China's long arm reaches into American 

campuses. Foreign Policy. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/03/07/chinas-long-arm-reaches-into-american-

campuses-chinese-students-scholars-association-university-communist-party/  

Bensman, T. (2020, October 1). Preventing espionage and Terrorism: Rethinking time 

limits on foreign student and exchange visitor visas. CIS.org. Retrieved 

October 4, 2022, from https://cis.org/Bensman/Preventing-Espionage-and-
Terrorism-Rethinking-Time-Limits-Foreign-Student-and-Exchange  

Cadman, D. (2019, August 20). How U.S. foreign student and exchange visitor 

policies undercut national security. CIS.org. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://cis.org/Report/How-US-Foreign-Student-and-Exchange-Visitor-

Policies-Undercut-National-Security  

California Institute of Technology. (n.d.). Enrollment statistics. Retrieved October 4, 

2022, from https://www.registrar.caltech.edu/records/enrollment-statistics  

College Factual. (n.d.). California Institute of Technology International Student 

Report. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.collegefactual.com/colleges/california-institute-of-

technology/student-life/international/  

Donnan, S., & Leonard, J. (2018, November 20). U.S. accuses China of continuing 'IP 

theft as WTO launches probe. Bloomberg.com. Retrieved October 4, 2022, 



RESEARCH REPORT  |  China Policy Initiative October 17, 2022 
 
 
 

  
9 A M E R I C A  F I R S T  I N S T I T UT E  P O L I C Y     

from https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-20/u-s-accuses-
china-of-continuing-ip-theft-as-trump-xi-talks-near#xj4y7vzkg  

Duggan, L. (2022, February 7). University apologizes for mistaking criticism of 

China's human rights abuses as racist. The Daily Caller. Retrieved October 4, 

2022, from https://dailycaller.com/2022/02/07/george-washington-university-
badiucao-china-genocide-uyghur-muslim-olympics/ 

Easley, J. A. (2022, August 10). UC Davis admits fewer new undergraduates to reset 

size of entering class. UC Davis. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.ucdavis.edu/news/uc-davis-admits-fewer-new-undergraduates-

reset-size-entering-class  
Feere, J. (2022, June 17). Universities that lie about their foreign students are putting 

America at risk. New York Post. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://nypost.com/2022/06/17/universities-that-lie-about-their-foreign-

students-are-putting-america-at-risk/  

Feldgoise, J., & Zwetsloot, R. (2020, October). Estimating the number of Chinese 
STEM students in the United States. Center for Security and Emerging 

Technology. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://cset.georgetown.edu/publication/estimating-the-number-of-chinese-

stem-students-in-the-united-states/  

Fishman, G. (2022, July 25). Science, technology, espionage, and math. CIS.org. 
Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://cis.org/Report/Science-Technology-

Espionage-and-Math?&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social-

media&utm_campaign=addtoany  

FWD.us. (2022, September 14). International Students & Graduates in the U.S. 

Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://www.fwd.us/news/international-
students/  

Gerstein, J. (2022, February 23). DOJ shuts down China-focused anti-espionage 

program. POLITICO. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/02/23/doj-shuts-down-china-focused-

anti-espionage-program-00011065  
Gluckman, N. (2013, August 28). State universities paying agents to recruit 

international students. The Maine Monitor. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.themainemonitor.org/state-universities-paying-agents-to-recruit-

international-students/  

Hartocollis, A., & Jordan, M. (2020, July 8). Harvard and M.I.T. Sue to stop trump 
visa rules for foreign students. The New York Times. Retrieved October 4, 

2022, from https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/us/harvard-mit-trump-ice-

students.html  

Immigrations and Customs Enforcement. (2021, March 8). 2 Los Angeles-area men 

indicted in visa fraud scheme that used surrogate test-takers and 'guaranteed' 
foreign student admission into colleges. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 



RESEARCH REPORT  |  China Policy Initiative October 17, 2022 
 
 
 

  
10 A M E R I C A  F I R S T  I N S T I T UT E  P O L I C Y     

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/2-los-angeles-area-men-indicted-visa-fraud-
scheme-used-surrogate-test-takers-and  

Institute of International Education. (2019, November 18). Number of international 

students in the United States hits all-time high. The Power of International 

Education. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://www.iie.org/Why-
IIE/Announcements/2019/11/Number-of-International-Students-in-the-United-

States-Hits-All-Time-High  

Israel, E., & Batlova, J. (2021, January 14). International students in the United 

States. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/international-students-united-states-
2020  

Kania, E. B., & Laskai, L. (2021, January 28). Myths and realities of China's military-

civil fusion strategy. Center for a New American Security. Retrieved October 

4, 2022, from https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/myths-and-realities-

of-chinas-military-civil-fusion-strategy  
Law, R. (2021, July 7). DHS nixes rule to limit foreign-student overstays. CIS.org. 

Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://cis.org/Law/DHS-Nixes-Rule-Limit-

ForeignStudent-Overstays  

Li, C. (2005, October 30). The status and characteristics of foreign-educated 

returnees in the ... The Hoover Institution. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 
https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/clm16_lc.pdf  

Liebson, R., & Luo, X. (2018, October 4). Exclusive: Chinese international students 

caught up in Admissions Fraud Scam. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.sbstatesman.com/2018/10/04/exclusive-chinese-international-

students-caught-up-in-admissions-fraud-scam/  
Lloyd-Damnjanovic, A., & Bowe, A. (2020, October 7). Overseas Chinese students 

and scholars in China’s drive for Innovation. USCC. Retrieved October 4, 

2022, from https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-

10/Overseas_Chinese_Students_and_Scholars_in_Chinas_Drive_for_Innovatio

n.pdf  
McCurry, J. (2021, March 19). US and China publicly rebuke each other in first 

major talks of Biden Era. The Guardian. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/19/us-china-talks-alaska-biden-

blinken-sullivan-wang  

McDonald, M. (2012, February 7). Chinese students paying U.S. tuitions - how? and 
why? The New York Times. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://archive.nytimes.com/rendezvous.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/07/how-

chinese-students-pay-u-s-tuitions/  

McFadden, C., Nadi, A., & McGee, C. (2018, July 24). Was a Chinese graduate 

student at duke a scholar or a spy? NBCNews.com. Retrieved October 4, 
2022, from https://www.nbcnews.com/news/china/education-or-espionage-

chinese-student-takes-his-homework-home-china-n893881  



RESEARCH REPORT  |  China Policy Initiative October 17, 2022 
 
 
 

  
11 A M E R I C A  F I R S T  I N S T I T UT E  P O L I C Y     

Mervis, J. (2022, April 7). Kansas chemistry professor found guilty of hiding ties to 
China. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.science.org/content/article/kansas-chemistry-professor-found-

guilty-hiding-ties-china  

National Association of Scholars. (2022, September 29). Cracking down on illegal 
ties to China by David Acevedo. NAS. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.nas.org/blogs/article/cracking-down-on-illegal-ties-to-china  

Nietzel, M. T. (2022, August 16). U.S. universities face headwinds in recruiting 

international students. Forbes. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2022/08/13/american-
universities-facing-several-headwinds-in-recruitment-of-international-

students/?sh=25c228f155b6  

Open Doors. (2022, October 3). Open Doors 2021 Report on International 

Educational Exchange. IIE open doors / international students. Retrieved 

October 4, 2022, from https://opendoorsdata.org/annual-release/international-
students/#fast-facts  

Redden, E. (2017, April 26). Report on confucius institutes finds no smoking guns, but 

enough concerns to recommend closure. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/04/26/report-confucius-institutes-

finds-no-smoking-guns-enough-concerns-recommend-closure  
Rosiak, L. (2019, March 5). Chinese hackers allegedly hacking U.S. universities tied 

to naval research. The Daily Caller. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://dailycaller.com/2019/03/05/chinese-hackers-universities-naval-

research/  

Rotella, S., & Sakaguchi, H. (2021, November 30). Even on U.S. campuses, China 
cracks down on students who speak out. ProPublica. Retrieved October 4, 

2022, from https://www.propublica.org/article/even-on-us-campuses-china-

cracks-down-on-students-who-speak-out  

Ruiz, N. G., & Radford, J. (2017, November 20). New foreign student enrollment at 

U.S. colleges and universities doubled since Great recession. Pew Research 
Center. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-

tank/2017/11/20/new-us-foreign-student-enrollment-doubled-since-great-

recession/  

Schultz, M. (2020, July 25). US officials raid Chinese consulate in Houston believed 

to be Spy Hub. Fox News. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/us-raid-chinese-consulate-houston-spy-hub  

Summers, D. (2018, June 15). DHS investigating identity theft, college admissions 

fraud ring. NBC 7 San Diego. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/dhs-investigating-identity-theft-

college-admissions-fraud-ring/156959/  
Tarabay, J. (2018, July 21). CIA official: China wants to replace us as World 

Superpower | CNN politics. CNN. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 



RESEARCH REPORT  |  China Policy Initiative October 17, 2022 
 
 
 

  
12 A M E R I C A  F I R S T  I N S T I T UT E  P O L I C Y     

https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/20/politics/china-cold-war-us-superpower-
influence  

TechGig. (2018, December 26). H-1B visa: Over 60 US universities oppose Trump's 

visa policy. TechGig. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://content.techgig.com/hiring/h-1b-visa-over-60-us-universities-oppose-
trumps-visa-policy/articleshow/67252412.cms  

The United States Department of Justice. (2020, August 24). NASA researcher 

arrested for false statements and wire fraud in relation to China's talents 

program. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/nasa-researcher-arrested-false-statements-and-
wire-fraud-relation-china-s-talents-program  

The United States Department of Justice. (2020, January 28). Harvard University 

professor and two Chinese nationals charged in three separate China related 

cases. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/harvard-university-professor-and-two-chinese-
nationals-charged-three-separate-china-related  

The United States Department of Justice. (2020, July 23). Researchers charged with 

visa fraud after lying about their work for China's People's Liberation Army. 

Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/researchers-

charged-visa-fraud-after-lying-about-their-work-china-s-people-s-liberation-
army  

United States Department of State. (n.d.). The Chinese Communist Party on campus: 

Opportunities & Risks. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CCP-on-campus-

FINAL.pdf  
United States Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. 

(2019, December 14). Threats to the U.S. Research Enterprise: China’s Talent 

Recruitment Plans . United States Senate. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2019-11-

18%20PSI%20Staff%20Report%20-
%20China's%20Talent%20Recruitment%20Plans.pdf  

University of California at Davis. (n.d.). Admissions Cost. Retrieved October 4, 2022, 

from https://www.ucdavis.edu/admissions/cost  

US News. (n.d.). 2022-2023 Universities with the Most International Students. 

Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://www.usnews.com/best-
colleges/rankings/national-universities/most-international  

Vaughan, J. M. (2022, June 8). Latest DHS report on overstays in 2020 brings mixed 

news. CIS.org. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from https://cis.org/Report/Latest-

DHS-Report-Overstays-2020-Brings-Mixed-News  

Wermund, B. (2018, April 23). Trump blamed as U.S. colleges lure fewer foreign 
students. POLITICO. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 



RESEARCH REPORT  |  China Policy Initiative October 17, 2022 
 
 
 

  
13 A M E R I C A  F I R S T  I N S T I T UT E  P O L I C Y     

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/04/23/foreign-students-colleges-trump-
544717  

Wray, C. (2018, October 10). Threats to the homeland. Retrieved October 4, 2022, 

from https://www.fbi.gov/news/testimony/threats-to-the-homeland-101018  

Zimmerman, J. (2022, February 24). Weaponizing 'racism' to silence China's critics. 
New York Daily News. Retrieved October 4, 2022, from 

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-weaponizing-racism-china-

critics-20220224-yvmhhgunlrhdnbiabi2m4b4fcm-story.html  

 

BIOGRAPHIES 
Adam Savit serves as Senior Policy Analyst, China Policy Initiative for the America First 

Policy Institute. 

Royce Hood is a policy intern at America First Policy Institute and a graduate of Texas 

A&M University. 

BIOGRAPHIES 
Adam Savit serves as Director of the China Policy Initiative for the America First Policy Institute. 

Royce Hood is an intern for America First Policy Institute and a graduate of Texas A&M 

University. 


