
 
A M E R I C A   F I R S T   P O L I C Y   I N S T I T U T E 

CRITICAL RACE THEORY IN SCHOOLS: WHY YOU SHOULD BE 
CONCERNED 

What is Critical Race Theory (CRT)? A theory is an idea that has not been proven. CRT is a 
theory that describes all the history and laws of the United States as racist. Saying that they 
work to create and maintain social, economic, and political inequalities between whites and 
non-whites, especially African  Americans.  
 
Why should you be concerned? CRT works to purposely divide children by teaching them  
to believe that the color of their skin is more important than the content of their character.  
It has already made its way into thousands of schools across the country.  
 
 
E X A M P L E S  A C R O S S  T H E  C O U N T R Y :  

— An elementary school in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, forced fifth-grade students to 
simulate a black power rally, and the 10 and 11-year-old students marched on a stage 
with signs that said “Jail Trump” and “Black Power.” 
 

— Evanston/Skokie School District 65 in Illinois is teaching K-8 students that “Racism is a 
white person’s problem and we are all caught up in it,” that “White people have a very, 
very serious problem and they should start thinking about what they should do about 
it,” and that white students should “sit in [their] discomfort” (Southeastern Legal 
Foundation, 2021).  

 
— North Carolina’s largest school district launched a project against “whiteness in 

educational spaces” and instructed teachers to ignore parents’ concerns about their 
equity programs (Rufo, 2021c).  

 
— In Cupertino, California, an elementary school required third graders to analyze their 

racial identities and rank themselves according to their “power and privilege” (Rufo, 
2021a).  

 
— The lesson plans of public schools in Buffalo, New York, suggest that when students are 

in kindergarten, teachers ask students to compare their skin color and watch a video 
that illustrates dead black kids speaking to them about the dangers of being killed by 
“racist police and state-sanctioned violence” (Rufo,2021b).  

 
— The Oregon Department of Education has adopted CRT in mathematics, going as far as 

to say that White Supremacy is reinforced by the belief that teachers are teachers and 
students are students and that valuing independent work is White Supremacy culture.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*All of the content in this document is taken from the “Parent Toolkit: Advocating for Quality Curriculum” Click here to read more.  

https://americafirstpolicy.com/
https://americafirstpolicy.com/docs/parent-toolkit-advocating-for-quality-curriculum.pdf


 
A M E R I C A   F I R S T   P O L I C Y   I N S T I T U T E 

ACTIONS PARENTS CAN TAKE TO PROTECT PATRIOTIC  
VALUES IN THEIR SCHOOLS 

— Join and Attend your Local PTA (Parent Teacher Association) or PTO (Parent 
Teacher Organization). Attending meetings offers a great opportunity to interact 
with other parents, talk with teachers, and ask questions about what is being taught 
in the classrooms. Ask your school principal or email your child’s teacher to get 
involved.  
 

— Request Access to Educational Materials. As a parent, you have the right to ask for 
information regarding educational materials being taught. You also have the right to 
observe your child during the school day. There is a law that states “parents have 
reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s 
class and observation of classroom activities.”  
 

— Get Involved with Your Local School Board and Attend Meetings. These meetings are 
where important issues that affect your child’s education are discussed. Parents can 
search when and where the school board meetings take place. Information on school 
board meetings is on the school district website. You can make public comments at the 
beginning or end of the meeting to ensure members know your concerns.  
 

— Inquire What Issues Your Local School Board Is Taking Up. Reach out to your local 
school board members and ask them directly what issues the school board is taking up.  
You can find school board agendas on the district’s website. Ideally, you could call ahead 
or look on the website to find out what topics will be covered at the upcoming meeting. 
This is important because these topics are what you are allowed to talk about. If you want 
to bring up another subject, it is usually only allowed when general public comments 
can be made at the end of the meeting.  
 

— Meet with individual school board members. School board member information is 
typically posted on the website (if you cannot find their email or phone number, you can 
call the district phone number).  
 

— Run For a School Board Office or Encourage Community Members with Similar 
Values to Run. You do not need a background in public education or public policy to 
run for a school board position. School board members have the power to make 
significant changes to schools. To find information about your next local school board 
election, you can visit the district’s website. If you cannot find this information on the 
website, you can call the district or the superintendent’s office. Don’t forget to vote!  
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